CobattfCommunit

supporting decisions

DATE: 7/23/15
TO: Northfield Township Board
FROM: William SaintAmour, Executive Director, Cobalt

RE: Township Survey

Below are the draft research objectives for the Board’s review and approval. The planning commission
reviewed the objectives. Cobalt staff have used these to guide the development of the survey questions
themselves. Below are the objectives for your review:

» Give the Township Board and Planning Commission useful information to guide their decisions.

» Broadly determine whether the residents of Northfield Township want more residential development in
the township and measure the strength of their opinions.

» To guide planning, by identifying which features of an ideal future township are the most important to
residents.

» Determine if and how the respondents’ location affects their opinions.

= Determine how the possible location of residential development affects opinions.

Determine the relative strength of opinions regarding how people perceive they might benefit from

development and preservation.

Determine the relative strength of opinions about what is good for the community.

Identify other reasons why people oppose or support more development.

Determine if and how demographic status (age, income, education, gender) affect opinions.

Test residents’ tolerance for the cost of implementing their top priorities.

In addition, attached you will find the draft survey and cover letter. Please note that the final proofing and
layout will occur once the Board has approved the questions, as we will be making final edits and minor
production adjustments to the layout. Once the Board approves the questions, then results will be
available in about six weeks.

Thank you again for the opportunity to work with the Township, and we look forward to your feedback.




NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP: RESPONSE REQUESTED
2015 PUBLIC OPINION STUDY

C/O Cobalt Community Research

1134 Municipal Way | Lansing, Ml 48917

You may complete this assessment online:
www.CobaltCommunityResearch.org/NORTHFIELD

Study 1D: [lD]

Your response will be strictly
confidential — your name will
not be released for any purpose

DUE: Before X/XX/2015

Dear [NAMEL]:

Please take a few minutes to help guide planning efforts in Northfield Township. It is very important that we
hear from you.

Enclosed is a short study questionnaire that takes fewer than 10 minutes to complete. Please return the
questionnaire in the enclosed postage-paid envelope before Xxx XX, 2015.

Your feedback is very important. It will help the Township make decisions that will have the greatest benefit to
the community and help ensure tax dollars are being spent wisely.

This questionnaire may be completed online at www.CobaltCommunityResearch.org/NORTHFIELD. Once on
the study page, type in the study ID number shown at the top of this letter. The study ID number helps us
ensure we hear from you, but your response will be strictly confidential — Cobalt will not release or share
your name with the Township for any purpose.

If you do not have a computer, you may use the computers at the public library. If you would like to review the
Township’s Master Plan, it is available at www.twp.northfield.mi.us.

Northfield Township and Cobalt Community Research are working together on this study. Cobaltis a 501¢3
nonprofit organization created to help governmental and nonprofit organizations measure, benchmark and
manage their efforts through high-quality, affordable research.

If you have questions on this study, please contact the Township at (xxx) XXX-XXXX. Thank you for your
cooperation and your insight.
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Please take a few minutes to share your preferences and thoughts to support the Township's planning efforts.
All answers will remain confidential, and your identity will not be shared with the Township. For reference to
the current Master Plan, visit www.twp.northfield.mi.us. Thank you!
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1.

Please identify up to seven (7) features, characteristics and services you would like to see the Township prioritize as
they review long-term planning choices. (Mark up to 7.)

i Il sy b X i g 2 & X | il < 5

DEncourage more commercial DProvide additional public parks, beach DEncourage more local events such as
development and recreational facilities festivals, music, sports and arts
D Improve the appearance of downtown D Emphasize agricultural land use DDeve/op more farmer/artisan's market
Whitmore Lake o ) ) opportunities
DMa_intain/expand walking and biking DMa/ntam current lot size requirements Develop downtown space for
trails D/mp/ement township-wide garbage and farmer/artisan market, gatherings, etc.
I:] Maintain/expand sidewalks recycling services D Provide municipal water
DMaintain//mprove roads I:I AU LR U RS DAtz‘ract/retain more young people
) ) ) I:I Provide more housing for young
D Expand public transportation options families D Lower taxes
Preserve natural features and habitat DProvide more affordable housing DNone of these

for plants and animals
2. Based on your selections above, which strategies should the Township pursue to implement your preferences? (Mark_
- all that apply.
DModesr increase in local fees and taxes DExpand the tax base through additional residential
development in existing residential-zoned areas

Modest increase in local fees and taxes localized to those 2
living in the area affected DExpano‘ the tax base through more intense

~ z ; commercial/industrial development?
DExpand the tax base through additional residential ek S : . .
development in rural/agricultural-zoned areas DEhmmarmmconsondanon of major Township services

D None of these

3. What types of businesses would you most welcome into Northfield Township? (Mark all that apply.)
DEssentia/ services (grocery, dry cleaners, hardware, efc.) DResearch/ofﬁce space

I:] Specialty shops/boutiques I:] Industrial

DRestaurants (independent) I:] Specialty or niche farms (organic farms, etc.)

DRestaurants (chains/national brand) DMixed use (combination residential and commercial)

I:IEnten‘ainment venues (movie theaters, night clubs, skate I:I None, there is enough commercial development
parks, etc.)

I:] Other (please specify)

Please specify: l

I:IBig box stores (Home Depot, Sears, Mejjer, efc.)

4. Which types of residential housing should the Township encourage as it begins its review of zoning and the Master
Plan (which is updated every 5 years)? (Mark all that apply.)

[:’Apan‘menrs ’:] Large single-family homes clustered together
DDupIexes D Small single-family homes spaced out
D Townhouses D Large single-family homes spaced out

D Small single-family homes clustered together
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5. If some current rural/agricultural areas were rezoned for residential use, which lot size should be the minimum allowed
for people to build upon?

A 1/2 acre 3 acres 5 acres or larger (current
D P D D D requirement for agricultural

I:] 1/4 acre D1 acre D4 acres areas)
D 1/3 acre D 2 acres

6. Please identify up to four (4) aspects of residential development that are most important to you. (Mark up to 4.)
Drf it is only in those areas already zoned for it in the master D.ff it supports the types of housing needed in the Township

an
pJ_ i . : D!f it attracts more businesses offering the goods and
D!! it was in a part of the Township other than mine services | want
Dh' it was in my part of the Township D if it greatly benefits the Township through increased tax

revenue, beautification, improved services and facilities, elc.

D” the development would not affect me financially, for If Township officials can demonstrate the costs of installing

SXampie. £.G0R 10k f.'r!craase propaviy faxes wi foes and maintaining a project's infrastructure (such as sewer) -
taxes and fees

Dh’ it resulted in new amenities, such as parks and trails

7. In your opinion, regardless of your position, what are two (2) of the best arguments against more residential

development? (Mark up to 2.)

D/ncrease demand on Township D May increase pollution DDeve/opment should take place only in
services such as public safety those areas currently planned for it
I:] Reduction of farmland

D/ncrease pressure on infrastructure I:I Reduction of open space
such as sewer and roads D Reduction of habitat
D May increase traffic congestion

I:] Loss of our rural character
D Other (please specify below)

DPossib/e loss of property values

DDO not want more neighbors

8. If you marked "Other" above, what other reasons do you have against more development in the Township? (Please
print clearly)

9. In your opinion, regardless of your position, what are two (2} of the best arguments in favor of more residential

development? (Mark up to 2.)

DAvai/abi/ity of more and better housing Dlyay improve the affordability of D/ncrease the tax base
o ' ousing _ '
D Possible increase in property values May attract additional spending and D m};n‘:t;?g St RACIEIEISTALSS
May fund better maintained investment in local shops and services , ‘
infrastructure and amenities Brings more students and funding for [_Imay provide more local jobs
DFund new infrastructure and amenities local schools D Other (please specify below)

10. If you marked "Other" above, what other reasons do you have in favor of more development? (Please print clearly)

11. The Township is currently studying whether a change to the Future Land Use Plan (known as the Master Plan) is in
the best interests of the citizens of the Township to allow a 461 acre subdivision development in the SE corner of the
Township. The land is currently planned for agriculture. The developer has requested that the Master Plan be changed
to alfow homes to be built on lots smaller than one acre with sewer service. Should the Township continue to consider
this development?

DNO, the Township should not approve a change to the Master I:I Not sure and would like more information
Plan for this development
I:I Yes, the Township should continue consideration of a change

to the Master Plan for this development and work through
appropriate details

D/ have no opinion on the development
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' Infrastructure i

12. Is traffic congestion in the Township a regular problem for you?

D Yes D No

If yes, please note where you have the problem: ' l

13. The Township's sewer treatment commitment to current users is currently over its maximum capacity. It will costan

- estimated $2.5 to $3 million for a storage tank to meet that commitment. Those funds will come from user fees.
Should Northfield Township plan for an additional expansion to allow for more users with homes that require sewer
service (those on less than 1 acre)?

- [ves | o O

14. Please briefly share any other thoughts you would like the Township to consider in their planning efforts? (Please print
clearly)

All answers below will remain strictly confidential and will not be used to identify you.

15. What is your gender?

[:] Female [:] Male

16. What is your age group? e TS ok ~ :
[lrewze  [Josess  [Joswoss  [Jesoss  [ssoss  [Jesorower

17. Which of the following categories best describes your level of education?

Did not High school Some college, Associate's Bachelor's Graduate
D graduate high D graduate D no degree D degree D degree |j']/professiona/

school degree

18. What is your current employment status?

Homemaker DUneny:wayad E]Self-empfoyed DRaﬂrad ' DEnwlayed
/stay at home ;
19. How long have you been living in this community?
DLGSS than 1 I:] 1-5 years Dﬁ—m years D 11-20 years DZ1—30 years DMOF e than 30
year years
20. Do you own or rent/lease your residence? W
- [own  [Jrenttease
21. Please select the term that best describes your residence:
D Single family (less than 1 acre lot) DApartment D Other
DSing/e family (1 to 5 acre Jot) DManufactured home
DS/‘ng/e family (5+ acre lot) DAttached condominium or duplex
22. Which section of the Township best describes where you live? : ~
 [[Jwestof spencer, North of N Territorial Ra w [_]East of Spencer, North of 5 Mile Rd
- [[est of Spencer, South of N Temitorial Rdw [ |East of Spencer, South of 5 Mile Rd

Thank you for your time. Please return this assessment in the postage-paid envelope
provided.
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